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USAID
USAID is an independent federal government agency that receives overall foreign policy guidance
from the Secretary of State. USAID supports long-term and equitable economic growth and
advances US foreign policy objectives by supporting:
• economic growth, agriculture and trade;
• global health; and,
• democracy, conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance.
USAID provides assistance in five regions of the world:
• Sub-Saharan Africa;
• Asia;
• Latin America and the Caribbean;
• Europe and Eurasia; and
• The Middle East.
With headquarters in Washington, DC, USAID’s strength is its field offices around the world.
USAID works in close partnership with private voluntary organizations, indigenous organizations,
universities, American businesses, international agencies, other governments, and other US
government agencies. USAID has working relationships with more than 3,500 American companies
and over 300 US-based private voluntary organizations.

MEPI
The United States Department of State’s Middle East Partnership Initiative provides tangible
support to reformers in the Middle East and North Africa so democracy can spread, education
can thrive, economies can grow, and women can be empowered. In four years, this presidential
initiative has devoted $293 million to more than 350 programs in 15 countries and the Palestinian
territories to support the aspirations of those working to build a more peaceful and prosperous
Middle East. Examples of the initiative’s work includes campaign schools, independent media
training, civic education, entrepreneurship skill building, youth leadership development, trade
transparency promotion, business hubs for women, and judicial and legal reform training.

IREX
IREX is an international nonprofit organization providing leadership and innovative programs
to improve the quality of education, strengthen independent media, and foster pluralistic civil
society development.
Founded in 1968, IREX has an annual portfolio of over $60 million and a staff of 500 professionals
worldwide. IREX and its partner IREX Europe deliver cross-cutting programs and consulting
expertise in more than 100 countries.

Implementing Partners
IREX wishes to thank the following organizations that coordinated the fieldwork for and
authored a number of the studies herein:
Arab Media Forum for Environment and Development (Egypt) http://www.amfed-media.org/
Filastiniyat (Palestinian Territories) http://www.filastiniyat.org/
Gulf Forum for Citizenship (Oman)
Journalistic Freedoms Observatory (Iraq) http://www.jfoiraq.org/
Kurdistan Institute for Human Rights http://kihr-iraq.org/
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