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United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
 
USAID is an independent federal government agency that receives overall foreign policy guidance from 
the Secretary of State. The agency works to support long-term and equitable economic growth and 
advancing US foreign policy objectives by supporting: 
 

• Economic growth and agricultural development,  
• Global Health, and 
• Conflict prevention and developmental relief.  

 
USAID provides assistance in four regions of the world: 
 

• Sub-Saharan Africa, 
• Asia and the Near East,  
• Latin America and the Caribbean, and  
• Europe and Eurasia.  

 
With headquarters in Washington, DC, USAID's strength is its field offices around the world. They work 
in close partnership with private voluntary organizations, indigenous organizations, universities, 
American businesses, international agencies, other governments, and other US government agencies. 
USAID has working relationships with more than 3,500 American companies and over 300 US-based 
private voluntary organizations. 
 
 
 

International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX) 
 
IREX is an international nonprofit organization, headquartered in Washington, DC, with branch offices 
and representatives in more than 25 countries of Eastern Europe, the New Independent States (NIS), Asia, 
and the Near East. IREX was founded in 1968 as the first US organization to conduct bilateral educational 
programs with the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Over the past 10 years IREX has successfully 
broadened its training scope and reach, becoming a leader in delivering technical assistance in all aspects 
of building civil society. 
 
IREX has implemented media development and education programs since the early 1990s in more than 
15 countries of Eastern Europe and Eurasia.  Since that time, IREX has received funding in support of its 
media development projects from USAID, the US Department of State, the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, the Open Society Institute, the Pew Charitable Trusts, Press Now, Swedish Helsinki Committee, 
and the United Nations Development Program, among others. 
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