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Last updated at. (Beijing Time) Friday, Apel 25, 2002
Letter: Sri Lanka government repeals criminal Sri Lanka to Repeal Criminal Defamation Law
defamation laws

T'he Sri Lankan government has decided to repeal the

o criminal defamation law which provides for a two
year jail term and fine for media personnel in the first
week of May, local media reported on Friday.

&) prINT 8 DISCUSSION J CHINE SE % SEND TO FRIEND

The Sri Lankan government has decided to repeal the criminal
defamation law which provides year jail term and fine for
media personnel in the first week of May, local media reported on
Friday

Justice Minister W.J .M. Lokubandara said that the cabinet gave its

approval to repeal the criminal defamaticn law on Wednesday

A person subject to defamation may file a civil action for damages
since the civil law of defamation will continue to remain

"Those who feel that they have been defamed could continue to
seek damages under the civil laws of this country,” Lokubandara

said

The criminal defamation law has been in place since the
Britishcolonial rule in the country which won its independence in
19438

FMM welcomes repeal of criminal defamation law - IFEX
Microsoft Word - lanka94.doc (refworld.org)

https://ipi.media/letter-sri-lanka-government-repeals-crimi-

nal-defamation-laws/
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FMM welcomes repeal of criminal defamation law — IFEX

warmly congratulates the government of Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe ar fﬁ@lﬁ 23080 ® e @Oz

the Sri Lankan parliament, who unanimously passed an act of parfiament an June

18, 2002, that repealed criminal defamation laws from the statute books. This is the
8 it rep: d criminal defamation Y 5 e bot s th O q?zﬁ)[@ @@@@?ﬁ@@ ﬁ@aogzﬁp
800 B5IBedemwsy (dddo, B8,
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first major legislation in over [}

(FMMAFEX) he following is an FMM press release

ment warmly congfatt

kGt Wi LS 053 3 o o ko n A 15,2002t oD BEOD Dods ®BOSwo

| defamation laws from th

»PO®.

o B G EOMDO KHE ¥
853005 @A E® O8sY ¢ fednnm
OE OB 9NE 1D BO.

o & 80@en uwhn BBE &0
.80 AECYLOBTIDIOB®

o  BNEWIN®W B8EWI NBIOB)
208 @D 05T @egRDre B3O

o@Bycwe 9
80 BE&remns BB

OB cdeodan Hw®i 8853 dNSL GrmwsIO 81 EED
20®x5IR) w6 WOP) C1eR: eI B8R O8nT Hwr@rEred adgen o
PCH® ewog @86l wEIBeDem®w WOY) C1oR. BhPYw emYOuny
BOOO eud eRE® 8 9853 9FE® Sod8nm g cOsym sy 0B
deom 8. ed gBOmEO w1 9EE® Ve IO ¢, T e5D8Bw
@ery m0¢ W5 ewds RN ¢, CH® WO ©OIBIR OB GoIS®
e} ¢86®8® ¢ VEHVO DO BHHWYHS WOBI.

OB w0 {8BwW Dnewsy vyl D86 ecmw Bed.

OB smPVW By Yo 83MPDeB. dw ¥yOFw. 8wE GBI
g 8RB we. BOE®. wagae. OB s YE® yBE»OEO 8o ©vwi:

o cledamwes’y »YSE?
o P ouB BIsTesT HO® eOHEHO 0DReDSIE?
o YT ewlLs WO SWEB® DOEC?

22



&8 Bwm 3oL BT 0wd8m edxmyes 5188 ™S
83000 GO W WOT) CrOR. OB W™ 8w ©GxY
PCT® »E @ PEH® HIVDBIe ¢ D@BHN, S1©
0o B eWmESH .

SR ISIO))
B €nE)8) ewo
(@SleclleRo)

Do0emed ¥ ¢GRS wocdww RE ¢8O PO v 8B B8R BcBr HYED. ¢erdisen
D0 o cRDYWBBO SedBD BB yRw-Edmoen DLW BEeO s cded@s oS8z
ceesdnewrsy mOED WEW. Bcwed ®aids D150300w, @ Como DaryBw ey »E1ed8sled won®w
©0®® OO BN BeDEsY Bewo OB ¢DRWH BESrenw BB® wewr Yd® eEn MO
OB B3B. @ 1ede8sTed LrmBIHmC w@e®@Emed eDd aded sgf vwn uSeds 88w
O8sY ¢ BT BwLO acgd yB= O Eemid) 880 Sedmd .

0w HPOBm BMPYRLR. OF a0fes DYesy YHEm®6 d®ITIVewWsT O 0w BE@renw BIOE.

Challenging impunity for crimes against
media in Sri Lanka
Against the backdrop of killing, arrest and harassment of journalists,

media freedom organisations continue to campaign against the scourge

of impunity in Sri Lanka, writes Ruki Fernando.

7, 04 IREACH 5
RS DZHN THE MEDIA
SIRESSON OF
RAPAGSE W[

Dozens of journalists have been killed, abducted or have disappeared in the
past two decades in Sri Lanka, with 2005-2010 being the most dangerous
According to Journalists for Democracy in Sri Lanka (JDS) 44 journalists and

media workers were killed or disappeared during this period. Disturbingly,

Challenging impunity for crimes against media in Sri Lanka - IF)
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THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL MUST STEP UP EFFORTS TO @mg@&wf »OT) C1Ped @ Coz0ed ©1zd
ADVANCE ACCOUNTABILITY FOR SERIOUS VIOLATIONS IN SRI LANKA ?

‘ BOO® nds HiFHeveww BBO o Dobmo
om0 mmei O e o e s Bt 5 L s oo BBO v O ©ltrew D BEHO
preserve and assess evidence of gross human rights violations
P r—— clcrumnasd BEANG wnd8, owldd B30,

human rights stuation on the gmmn includiny g increased attacks on human rghsmgamamws

media, and members of the Muslim community; becksicing on the imited progress made on the 05062531)@%05 [5%) @ﬁf@gﬂ’d—t 68@ GSQEDD

implementation of resolution 30/1, Including on accountability; and Sri Lanka's announcement

they are disengaging from the 30/1 process altogether 6Qmﬁﬁ@6 a ® 8 @@ Cboﬁjp@ o wp 86 98@

We hope to see states work towards such an appropriste response, i line wih the clear

recommendatonsof e UN Offce of the High Cammisionerfor Huan REHS (CHCHR), whn the e Oodesrst  oBrted @1d SO
Over e pt o yars - the oty i il e v wlrensed an g rackonn 08857 39D AERIO eDRNDSA.

on cvic space in S Lanka, with increased targating and Intimidation of human rights defenders,

journalists,* and lawyers.* others, Amnesty International has documented the harassment of
New York Times journalist Dharisha Bastians,* the arbitrary detention ¢
deteriorating health)' and lawyer Hejaaz Hizbullah® and ha
investigation against writer Shakthika Sathkumara.’ The real thre:
chilling effect. Lawyers, journalists al investigators who ed accountabillty for human
rights violations have already fled the country. Under new directives, law enforcement officers have
arrested social media commentators for criticizing officials in relation to the government's COVID-19
response.
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The Secretary-General's latest report or s against human rights defenders cooperating with the
Nati oted that, “OHCHR of survellance of civil society

tions, including repeated visits
ter alla, their staff and activities
welled to Geneva to

related to U eUN The report no an of Sv Lankans who
attend sessions of the HRC have been subjected to questioning and survediance
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Editors Guild of India

August 13, 2020

The Editors Guild of India has unequivocally condemned recent attacks on journalists
while they were on duty.

Three journalists working with The Caravan were allegedly assaulted while they were in
northeast Delhi’s North Ghonda neighbourhood on August 11 to report on a complainant
in the recent communal violence case in the Capital. They also say they were subjected to
communal slurs, threatened with murder and sexually harassed.

On the same day in Bengaluru, as many as four journalists belonging to India Today, The
News Minute and Suvarna News 24X7 were reportedly attacked by the city police. These
journalists at that time were on duty, reporting on the vandalism and police shooting in the
wake of a mob violence in the city.

Both attacks are reprehensible. The freedom of the media to discharge its responsibilities
without fear or harassment is an important and indispensable attribute of a functioning
democracy. The case of assault on journalists working with The Caravan shows a dangerous
trend where communally inspired people can assault and harass journalists with impunity
in the presence of an indifferent police. The Bengaluru incident also highlights the failure of
the law enforcement agencies in maintaining an environment where the media can function
freely and without fear.

The Editors Guild of India demands that the police authorities in Delhi and Bengaluru take
cognizance of both the cases and quickly take necessary steps to initiate action against the

guilty.
Shekhar Gupta AK Bhattacharya Sheela Bhatt
President General Secretary Treasurer
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Police say that they have not released such a list to the media.
nvestigations into the incident are on-going.

Read more : https://tinyurl.com/4ddSvwc6
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