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Asma Rouabhia, Social Entrepreneurship
MEPI Student Leaders Program 2017

“Little girls with dreams become women with vision” has been my motto since a young age
because | come from a disadvantaged town but | have big dreams. Hello everyone, this is
Asma Rouabhia | had the chance to be part of the MEPI Student Leaders program in 2017.
Since coming back to Tunisia, my community engagement has increased as | became more
conscious and passionate to make a change and impact others. My efforts were all geared
towards social entrepreneurship since it reduces social issues by creating economic value and
empowering individuals. In 2017, | started developing an innovative social enterprise called
ARTISUN to provide decent work for unemployed women and contribute to protecting the
environment as well as boost the local tourism and the Tunisian handicrafts sector. | did not
stop here and | wanted to include kids in the change process; that is why | collaborated with
NGOs to train kids of underserved communities on social innovation and design solutions for
their communities. This initiative made kids aware and engaged and they surprised us with
their brilliant ideas that can make a truly positive impact. The training and speeches that |
delivered impacted +100 children, +300 youth and +50 parents to make them proactive and
change agents. | have been involved in this since 2015, as | started by attending workshops
and conferences to learn about social entrepreneurship and its implementation at the local,
regional, and global levels. My journey evolved from being an attendee to becoming a trainer,
jury member, and speaker that informs and inspires despite my young age. Being shortlisted
for MEPI Alumni of the Year Award is a fruit of my dedication and efforts towards Tunisia and
the MENA region, and joining the winners would drive me to impact the lives of more people
to pursue their dreams too. My aspiration for the upcoming years is to be a decision-maker to

make the voices of the less privileged heard.
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