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MEPI Alumni Connection

Ahed Jamaoui, Pathways Foundation

Leaders for Democracy Fellowship (LDF) 2018

Hello, my friends, | am going to introduce myself today as a candidate for the MEPI Alumni of
Year Award 2019. My name is Ahed Jamaoui from Tunisia, and | am an alumna of the Leaders
for Democracy Fellowship -Lebanon 2018.

When | was asked to send a video or motivational letter to motivate MEPI alumni to vote for
me, | did not know which topics | should talk about, and | did not know how | could convince
people like you to vote for me! Should | tell you about my achievements, or the challenges and
the issues that | addressed in the MENA region, or about the projects that | will implement if
you vote for me to win this award? Honestly, | did not find any of these topics motivating
enough compared to talking about the path we have all chosen, which is to belong to this
beautiful family, the family of MEPI alumni.

| believe that we all followed a non-classic and unusual path. A path that others around us will
consider a kind of madness. And it’s a always confusing to people how we introduce ourselves
as success people according to our communities' traditions and culture. Imagine your mother
in a family event being asked by a relative: What does your son/daughter do? The answer will
be shaky like “OK! Mmmm A civil society activist’ | believe If | were a doctor, an engineer, a
manager of a company or a government employee, my mother would not feel this
embarrassment and she would answer this question with confidence.

We sometimes find it difficult to answer this question and we cannot determine exactly what
we are doing! But in fact, what we do is much more than what we can categorize or define, we
are leaders in our communities by making positive impact and real change.

Choosing this path costs, us a lot of effort, time, thinking, and work to develop our capabilities
and ideas but it makes our journey enjoyable and useful. It also makes us have an effect and
leave our mark wherever we are.

You do not need motivational speech to vote for me because each one of you has a
motivational story that would motivate all young people in our region. Let's work together to
achieve our goals through joint action and networking. | will always, whether | win or not, be
available to help any one of you in my fields of expertise to offer the best and peace in our

countries. Be leaders and be friends wherever we are.
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