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Afaf Assass, SDG Advocates
MEPI Student Leader Program 2017

Since the year 2016, | have taken a keen interest in the SDGs and carried out the “SDGs
Advocates Algerian foundation” That's assessing the terms to refer to the most vulnerable
and how the SDGs ensure that no-one is left behind in Algeria by organizing several

workshops, conferences, and youth meetups.

While working on the SDG’s Advocates initiative and other educational programs, we were
monitoring behaviors and planning interactive activities to raise awareness about the global
goals and make a difference in participants’ lives. From February 2018 to February 2019, we
have reached 162 people coming from different cities in Algeria.

Our activities aim at assisting young people to launch their social projects and contribute to
reducing job crisis and promote an effective education as they are one of the most critical
problems. Our work was globally focused on Community development that demands

enormous integrity, commitment, and maturity from Authorities and Civil society members.

Our main work was to reveal local problems, resources limitations, and unsatisfied needs,
and work towards their objectives through local participation and empowerment. While facing
the challenge that this community participation might fail, if one of the community pillars

withdraws, resulting in losing the gains of the community development in the following years.

My background in education, SDGs Awareness, social support, and comprehensive
coordination for youth development programs have prepared me to excel in my work and
make a substantive and positive impact on the lives of participating youth in Algeria and

across the MENA region.

Thus, we are all working to develop our communities; each one has his unique way, which
makes me extremely proud to be shortlisted as MEPI alumni of the year among other brilliant

profiles from our region.
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