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Ethiopia



Nathnael Tadesse
Founder and CEO

Senaryo Trading PLC
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Kenya



Elizabeth Okullow
Co-Founder
AquaMnara

Benson Abila is a social entrepreneur, sustainability advocate, and civil engineer
with experience in waste management, recycling, and circular economy. As the
founder of M-taka, an award-winning tech-integrated waste management and
recycling social enterprise, Benson is dedicated to making a lasting impact and
shaping a better future for communities across the continent. Benson is also the
founder of Homeless of Kisumu, a non-profitimproving the well-being and
livelihoods of vulnerable groups in the Kenyan Western Region. He has worked
with notable partners like USAID, GIZ, Global Affairs Canada, Michigan State
University, and US Embassy- Kenya and led his teams to special programs and
awards, including the World Food Programme Innovation Accelerator, United
Nations SDSN 2023 Investment Readiness Program, and The Presidential
Innovation Award. Bensonis also a 2022 Mandela Washington Fellow, 2023
Metis Fellow, and 2023 Jasiri Fellow. He also serves as a board member at the
Dolfine Korando Faith Foundation, championing innovation and safeguarding.
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Nigeria



Mafeng Samuel Dangyang

Co-Founder
Kayan Gona Agro Network




Babajide Oluwase
Co-Founder and CEO

Ecotutu
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Dr. Akpem Terese Shadrach is a veterinarian and social entrepreneur with over seven
years of experience in animal health, agriculture, social entrepreneurship, and
sustainable development. As the founder of Vet Konect, Akpem blends animal health
expertise with digital innovation to build a digital animal health platform providing
access to animal health coverage for livestock farmers and pet owners across Nigeria
and other African countries. With a passion for empowering youth, Akpem has trained
and mentored over 15,000 youth through Mind The Gap as a digital innovation lead
and community manager, fostering digital skills among job seekers, entrepreneurs, and
corporate workers. His impactful leadership at the Nigeria Youth SDGs Network
spearheaded significant initiatives, including the nationwide Youth Dialogue 2019,
shaping the decade of action on zero budget and crafting the innovative SDGs
Playbook. He has been recognized for his excellence with awards and honors,
including the Hero Kickstart Foundation Grant 2018, ONE Champion 2018, VetsArk
Innovation Challenge 2019, Top 5 Finalists in the AYUTE Nigeria Challenge, and the
2023 s Mandela Washington Fellow award.
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Mozambique



Abdul de Aimeida
Co-Founder
Crimas, Orza and FAE
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Tanzania



Abdallah Mabrouck
Founder & Executive Director
Ibukia Shambani
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Uganda



Nalugemwa Elizabeth
Founder
Seedloans and Kyaffe Farmers Coffee

Juliet Namwanje has experience in agroforestry and sustainable land use. As a D-
prize fellow and founder of Ziimba, a social enterprise start-up that empowers
smallholder farmers in Uganda's degraded drylands, Juliet works to enable
farmers to monetize their land by cultivating eucalyptus tree farms with high-value
cash crops. She aims to provide comprehensive support to farmers,
encompassing the provision of agro-inputs, technical guidance, and intensive
training. Juliet’s work also fosters resilient food systems by cultivating staple and
marketable cash crops, boosting community food availability. Her work connects
smallholders to high-value markets to create sustainable livelihoods and address
market inequities, ensuring that the benefits of agroforestry extend to the most
marginalized stakeholders.




Emmanuel Dusabimana is a dedicated advocate for sustainable agriculture. As
the founder of Agriboom, an innovative social enterprise working towards
improving the lives of smallholder farmers in Gulu, Uganda, Emmanuel leads
initiatives promoting better farming practices and improving people's lives in rural
communities by implementing innovative solutions and leveraging technology and
community engagement to drive transformational change. Emmanuel's vision for
Agriboom is to empower smallholder farmers by increasing crop yields and
enabling sustainable revenue growth by providing them with high-quality and
affordable agro-inputs to increase food security and build resilient, sustainable,
and prosperous farming communities and food systems in Uganda

Brendah Nantongo
Founder

Veathari Ventures Limited
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