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USAID

USAID is an independent federal government agency that receives overall 
foreign policy guidance from the Secretary of State. The agency works to support 
long-term and sustainable economic growth and advancing US foreign policy 
objectives by supporting:  

   • Economic growth and agricultural development
   • Global health and democracy
   • Conflict prevention and developmental relief 

USAID provides assistance in four regions of the world: 
   • Sub-Saharan Africa
   • Asia and the Near East
   • Latin America and the Caribbean
   • Europe and Eurasia

With headquarters in Washington, DC, USAID’s strength is its field offices 
around the world. They work in close partnership with private voluntary organiza-
tions, indigenous organizations, universities, American businesses, international 
agencies, other governments, and other US government agencies. USAID has 
working relationships with more than 3,500 American companies and over 300 
US-based private voluntary organizations.

IREX
IREX (the International Research & Exchanges Board) is the premier US 

nonprofit organization specializing in higher education, independent media, Inter-
net development, and civil society programs in the United States, Europe, Eurasia, 
the Near East, and Asia. 

Since its founding in 1968, IREX has supported over 15,000 students, schol-
ars, policymakers, business leaders, journalists, and other professionals. IREX 
serves as a major resource for universities, governments, and the corporate sector 
in understanding international political, social, economic, and business develop-
ments.

The IREX Mission
   • Foster democracy in transitioning societies
   • Strengthen and help internationalize educational, nongovernmental, and
      media organizations
   • Support the highest-quality research in the social sciences and humanities 
   • Identify and train the next generation of leaders by working together with
      universities, nongovernmental organizations, foundations, governments,
      and corporations 
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