
 
 
 

 
 
Lyndon Allin  
Juris Doctor Candidate 

Law Center 

Georgetown University 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Lyndon Allin is currently a J.D. student and a Global Law Scholar at Georgetown University Law Center.  

He will be joining the London office of Skadden Arps as an associate in the fall of 2008. Prior to 

attending law school, Allin was based in Moscow, where he served for several years as the director of 

administration for an international law firm’s offices in London, Brussels, and Moscow.  Prior to this, he 

worked as a program officer at the U.S.-Russia National Security Project at Harvard University's 

Kennedy School of Government. Allin received his A.B. cum laude from Duke University and his M.A. 

with distinction in Russian, Eurasian and East European Studies from Georgetown’s School of Foreign 

Service.  He has also studied in St. Petersburg, Russia, and Chisinau, Moldova. Allin is a native of 

Washington, D.C., and a product of the D.C. public school system; he also attended school in the Soviet 

Union for three years. He is fluent in Russian and can carry on a basic conversation in Romanian. 
 

Rebecca Chamberlain-Creanga 
Doctoral Candidate 

Department of Anthropology 

London School of Economics and Political Science 

London, United Kingdom 

 

Rebecca Chamberlain-Creanga is a doctoral candidate in social-cultural anthropology at the London 

School of Economics and Political Science. She conducted extensive, multi-sited fieldwork in the break-

away 'Transnistrian Moldovan Republic' and in the Republic of Moldova between November 2004 and 

July 2006, funded by a U.S. Department of State ACTR-ACCELS American Councils Advanced 

Research Fellowship (Title VIII) and a University of London Central Research Fund Grant. She was a 

2007 recipient of an IREX Embassy Policy Specialist Program grant for work on conflict resolution in 

Moldova, and a 2007- 2008 recipient of a Social Science Research Council (SSRC) Eurasia Program 

Dissertation Write-up Fellowship. Prior to her research on the Republic of Moldova, Chamberlain-

Creanga investigated issues of ethnicity and conflict in Bosnia and Croatia, writing opinion-editorials on 

the Kosovo conflict for several American newspapers. Chamberlain-Creanga holds an M.A. in South-east 

European Studies from the University College London's School of Slavonic and East European Studies 

and an MSc in Social Anthropology from the London School of Economics.  

 

Stacy Closson 
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow 

Center for Security Studies 

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 

Zurich, Switzerland 

 

Stacy Closson is a Visiting Research Fellow at the Center for Security Studies (www.css.ethz.ch) from 

October 2007 through May 2008 as part of the Trans-Atlantic Post-Doctoral Fellowship for International 

Relations and Security. Following this, she will spend eight months each at the German Institute for 

International and Security Affairs Berlin and RAND Corporation Washington, D.C. Closson has worked, 

studied, and conducted research in the post-Soviet states for the past decade, and has published on issues 
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ranging from politico-military security, to organized crime and energy security. In 2007, she completed 

her doctoral thesis at the London School of Economics and Political Science entitled, “State Weakness in 

Perspective: Trans-territorial Energy Networks in Georgia, 1993-2003.”  Her forthcoming works include 

“State Weakness in Perspective: Strong Politico-Economic Networks in Georgia’s Energy Sector” in 

Europe-Asia Studies and “Europe’s Challenge: Russia” in Perovic, J., Orttung, B., and Wenger, A. (eds) 

Dealing with Russia: Power, Perceptions, and the Role of Energy (London: Routledge, 2008).     

 

Fred Cocozzelli 
Instructor 

Department of Government and Politics 

St. John's University 

Queens, NY 

 

Fred Cocozzelli is a faculty member in the Department of Government and Politics at St. John's 

University in Queens, New York. He received his doctorate in political science from the New School for 

Social Research in May 2007. His dissertation was entitled “Post-Conflict Social Policy and the 

Reconstruction of Social Citizenship in Kosovo.” The dissertation was completed under Professors 

Aristide Zolberg and David Plotke of the New School and Professor Susan L. Woodward of the Graduate 

Center of the City University of New York. Prior to his doctoral work, Cocozzelli worked for Catholic 

Relief Service in Kosovo, first as a senior field officer during the emergency phase of operations from 

summer 1999 to spring 2000, and then later as a consultant on the transition from food aid to social 

welfare in summer 2000. Before coming to Kosovo, he received his Masters of International Affairs from 

Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs, concentrating in International Security 

Policy and Conflict Resolution. 

 

Jesse Driscoll 

Doctoral Candidate 

Department of Political Science 

Stanford University 

Stanford, CA 

 

Jesse Driscoll is an advanced Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political Science at Stanford 

University.  His dissertation compares state reconstruction processes in Georgia and Tajikistan since the 

early 1990s.  Since the spring of 2005, he has spent approximately 25 months in Central Asia and the 

Caucasus, dividing his time between rural and urban areas in pursuit of interviews with former 

combatants, journalists, current and former regime elites, and other knowledgeable observers that bore 

witness to state failure and recovery.  During November and December of 2007, he worked as a project 

manager and statistical consultant for the Caucasus Research Resource Centers, based in Sukhumi.  He 

plans to spend the 2008-2009 academic year in residence at Yale University's MacMillan Center as the 

pre-doctoral research fellow for the Program on Order, Conflict, and Violence. 

 

Julie George 
Assistant Professor 

Department of Political Science 

Queens College 

City Universit of New York 

Flushing, NY 

 

Julie George is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Queens College, the City University of New 

York. She was a Fulbright Scholar in Georgia in 2002 and is the author of several works on Georgian and 

Russian politics, including the forthcoming monograph Grafting Peace: The Politics of Ethnic Separatism 

in Russia and Georgia. George received her Ph.D. from the University of Texas at Austin. 



Krista Goff  
Doctoral Student 

Department of History 

University of Michigan 

Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Krista Goff is a doctoral student in the Department of History at the University of Michigan in Ann 

Arbor, MI where she specializes in the study of late Soviet history, Azerbaijani politics, minorities in 

Soviet republics, ethnicity, nationalism, and empire. She conducts fieldwork in both Azerbaijan and 

Russia. Goff also holds an A.M. in History from Brown University and a B.A. in Russian, History, and 

Russian, Central and Eastern European Studies from Macalester College. Prior to graduate school, Goff 

worked as a research associate for the Eurasia Policy Program at The National Bureau of Asian Research. 

She also monitored elections in Armenia (2007) and Azerbaijan (2005) for the Organization for Security 

and Cooperation in Europe. 

 

Angela Kachuyevski 

Assistant Director 

Graduate Program in International Peace and Conflict Resolution 

Arcadia University 

Glenside, PA 

 

Angela Kachuyevski is Assistant Professor of Political Science and Assistant Director of the Graduate 

Program in International Peace and Conflict Resolution at Arcadia University in suburban Philadelphia. 

She teaches courses in international law, conflict analysis and resolution, and third party intervention.  

She received her B.A. in 1992 from The Ohio State University, and her MALD in 1998 and Ph.D. in 2006 

from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.  Before joining the faculty at 

Arcadia, Kachuyevski taught courses in international relations at Tufts University, Boston College and 

Saint Joseph’s University. Her main areas of interest are international conflict management and 

international security. She is particularly interested in third party intervention in internal conflicts, and in 

international negotiation and conflict resolution. Her current research focuses on negotiations to resolve 

longstanding conflicts in Crimea and Moldova.    

 

Valery Perry 
Deputy Director 

Department of Education 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe - Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

Valery Perry received a Bachelor of Arts in Russian and Political Science from the University of 

Rochester in 1992, a Master of Arts in Russian and East European Area Studies from Indiana University 

in 1994 and a Ph.D. from the Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution at George Mason University 

in 2006. Her dissertation explored various democratic and non-democratic peace implementation and 

reform strategies implemented by the international community in post-Dayton Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(BiH). Perry first observed elections in BiH in 1997, before she moved to the region in 1999. She has 

worked for a number of organizations, including the NATO Stabilization Force (SFOR), the European 

Center for Minority Issue, and, since 2004, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

(OSCE) Mission to BiH, where she is currently Deputy Director of the Education Department, working to 

remove the dangerous politics of nationalism and division from the country’s post-war schools. She has 

published a number of papers, articles and chapters on topics related to post-Dayton BiH and the Balkans, 

and has delivered papers at policy events in England, Poland, Canada and the U.S. She lives and works in 

Sarajevo. 

 



Elton Skendaj  
Doctoral Student 

Department of Government 

Cornell University 

Ithaca, NY 

 

Elton Skendaj is a doctoral student in government at Cornell University. His research interests are in post-

conflict state building and democratization in Eastern Europe. He was the Albania Project Coordinator for 

the joint project between UN Department for Disarmament Affairs and Hague Appeal for Peace on 

“Peace and Disarmament Education to Disarm Children and Youth”. He was also a lecturer of political 

science at the University of Tirana, Albania. Skendaj has presented in diverse international forums, the 

United Nations and various universities in the U.S., Ghana and the Balkan region. 

 
 


